Dear UMD Members and Friends:
Welcome to our 3rd Annual Global Conference! On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Advisory Council, the Global Conference
Planning Committee, and everyone associated with the important work of the United Macedonian Diaspora (UMD), we wish to
thank you for joining us in Washington, D.C.

This conference is a celebration of the path travelled over the last 20 years of Macedonia’s independence
and the promise of the journey ahead as we shape the future together.
Last October marked the 6th Anniversary of UMD’s founding. In just seven years, UMD has become a leader and well-respected
voice for the Macedonian Diaspora and has worked tirelessly to promote unity amongst Macedonians. As part of our significant
efforts educating government officials on Macedonian issues, we worked closely with Congresswoman Candice S. Miller of
Michigan and her staff to form the first-ever, in the history of the U.S. Congress, the Congressional Caucus on Macedonia
and Macedonian-Americans. In the last year, UMD has given three scholarships to Macedonian students, sponsored events
promoting Macedonia’s rich heritage and culture, honored those who support Macedonia, and undertaken charitable activity in
Macedonia helping senior citizens. These achievements represent the various activities that UMD undertakes every year and the
many opportunities that it affords its members to advance the interests and meet the needs of Macedonians around the world.
UMD’s success over the past seven years could not be possible without the support of all UMD Members and Donors, whose
generosity makes all of this work possible.
This year marks the 20th Anniversary of independence for Macedonia. Our forefathers fought for a sovereign, independent, and
democratic Republic of Macedonia and their dream was realized in 1991. The road to independence was not easy and the road
ahead promises more difficulties. Today, Macedonia and the Macedonian people face many challenges, including the right to its
own identity, together with the unfettered right to civil and human rights, and greater economic stability.
UMD was founded on the universal ideals of peace, freedom, self-determination, and equality. UMD views Macedonia, its
people, and the Diaspora as partners working together to strengthen Macedonia to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
For this purpose, we have chosen the theme of our conference – the progress Macedonia has made in the last twenty years, the
current state of affairs, and what needs to be done – Shaping the Future. With this theme in mind, Macedonians and friends from
throughout the world have converged in Washington, D.C. to discuss issues affecting our community, to educate the public about
Macedonia, to develop new strategies, and skills to increase our effectiveness as advocates for Macedonia.
Organizing this conference - an event of such magnitude for the third time – has been both challenging and enjoyable. We have
worked very hard and invited many other organizations in an effort to conduct a conference that fulfills the expectations of all
participants. On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Advisory Council, and Global Conference Planning Committee, please
accept our sincere gratitude and appreciation for your support of and participation in our 3rd Annual Global Conference.

We hope you will continue to support the important work of the United Macedonian Diaspora!
Respectfully yours,

Stojan Nikolov
Chairman, Board of Directors

Metodija A. Koloski
President
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Board of Directors and Officers

Mission
Headquartered in Washington, D.C., UMD, a 501 (c)(3) non-profit charity, is a leading
international, non-governmental organization addressing the interests and needs of
Macedonians at home and in their communities around the world. Our purpose is to give
Macedonians everywhere a voice, to advance their interests, and to articulate their views
clearly and energetically within the community of nations. UMD supports individual liberty and
freedom, democracy, free markets, peace, human rights and human dignity in Macedonia, in
Southeast Europe and internationally. UMD is a registered Canadian charity and a non-profit
in Australia.

UMD John L. N. Bitove, C.M. Macedonian Heritage Scholarships
The UMD John L. N. Bitove, C.M. Macedonian Heritage Scholarship Program was established
to assist Macedonians pursuing undergraduate degrees in Australia, Canada, Europe, and the
United States. Named after the prominent Canadian-Macedonian businessman, the purpose
of the UMD John L. N. Bitove, C.M. Macedonian Heritage Scholarship Program is to advance
the education of Macedonians who are guided by the values of their Macedonian upbringing
and heritage.
Recipients for the UMD John L. N. Bitove, C.M. Macedonian Heritage Scholarships are selected
on the basis of academic achievement, commitment to civic leadership, and involvement in
their Macedonian community. Recipients have to submit an essay on the importance and role
of their Macedonian heritage.
For more information about the UMD John L. N. Bitove, C.M. Macedonian Heritage
Scholarships, please contact us at (202) 756-2244 or e-mail info@umdiaspora.org

The Fund for Macedonian Cultural Awareness and Promotion
Macedonia’s rich heritage is one of the country’s best Ambassadors to the world. With this
in mind, UMD undertakes numerous projects to spread awareness and promote Macedonia’s
rich heritage. UMD has participated in international cultural festivals at American University,
Georgetown University and George Washington University, displaying information about
Macedonian culture, art works, and musical expressions. In addition to these festivals, UMD
has helped sponsor the 1st Macedonian Festival in New Jersey in 2008, the 4th and 5th Annual
Macedonian Film Festival in Toronto in 2009 and 2010, and the 1st Macedonian Film Festival in
London in 2009.
In November 2009, UMD helped sponsor the 7th Macedonian-North American Conference of
Macedonian Studies at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. The Macedonian-North American
Conference on Macedonian Studies is a bilateral scholarly event that has taken place every
three years since 1991 with the participation of North American and Macedonian scholars. The
conference brought together both established and younger scholars to discuss issues of import
to the study of Macedonia and Macedonian.
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During 2010, UMD organized the Chicago, Los Angeles, New Jersey, New York City, and
Washington, D.C. premieres of the documentary A Name is A Name. The documentary
takes viewers through the Republic of Macedonia through the eyes of a Scandinavian
traveler who speaks with Macedonians from various backgrounds that tell the traveler
what it means for them to be Macedonians. In October 2009, UMD initiated the
screening of Next Year in Lerin, a film that portrays the story of Nikola and Vasil, ethnic
Macedonians in their 60s who wish to visit their birthplace in Aegean Macedonia, now
northern Greece, during the 18th Annual Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival. UMD
funded the travel of the film’s director Jill Daniels from London to be present during the
Festival to answer questions about the film.

UMD Voice
UMD Voice is UMD’s quarterly magazine and the premier
publication for the Macedonian Diaspora. UMD Voice is
distributed to UMD members in a printed edition; it can also
be downloaded from the UMD website. Each issue of UMD
Voice is generally downloaded approximately 25,000 times
from the UMD website in the first month.

UMD organizes cross-cultural events so its members and friends can learn about
other cultures, while at the same time others to learn about Macedonian culture.
To date, UMD has organized several Macedonian-Turkish cross-cultural events with
the Assembly of Turkish American Associations and the Istanbul University Alumni
Association of the United States, and in October 2009, UMD sponsored the trip of the
Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble “Aleksandrija” to participate at the Annual Turkish
Festival in Washington, D.C. before an audience of 10,000 people.

The magazine reaches out to a very wide range of people,
of all ages and professions, from all over the world. Aside
from stories about Macedonia itself, UMD Voice is also your
source of news about UMD events and global activism, as
well as feature interviews with prominent Macedonians
in the Diaspora, and features about politics related to
Macedonia and the Balkans, including human rights,
economic development, tourism, culture and many other
topics of interest.

To learn more about supporting The Fund for Macedonian Cultural Awareness and
Promotion, please call (202) 756-2244 or e-mail info@umdiaspora.org

For more information, or to volunteer,
please call (202) 756-2244 or e-mail Mark Branov at
editor@umdiaspora.org

The Fund for Macedonian Children
In 2008, UMD, together with its partners Splash of Hope and the Macedonian Mission
for Humanity established The Fund for Macedonian Children. The Fund’s goal is to
invest in the creation of effective humanitarian programs designed to benefit the youth
of Macedonia and thereby forge a better future for the entire Balkan region.
The first signature project of the Fund will be a project entitled Building a Future,
Today (BFT). The project aims to foster a positive development for children and youth
in Macedonia based upon the principles that all 180,000 primary school students in
Macedonia deserve:

• A safe environment that encourages personal growth;
• Hygienic supplies necessary for healthy development;;
• Freedom and resources to utilize and apply individual talents, ingenuity, and
•
•

resourcefulness;;
A strong sense of personal dignity and self worth based on strong Macedonian
traditions and cultural values;
Access to world-class education in order to prepare for the growing demands of
a global economy.

Upcoming plans of the project are to:

• Provide educational supplies on an ongoing basis to schools and foster homes
in need;

• Provide clothing, shoes, and other necessities to orphans throughout the country;
• Foster a partnership with USAID’s Primary Education Project in Macedonia to
•

improve the quality of primary education by developing extracurricular academic
activities for children; and;
Establish a scholarship program for Macedonian youth to help them pursue
higher education.
To learn more about supporting The Fund for Macedonian Children,
please call (202) 756-2244 or e-mail charity@umdiaspora.org.

UMD Global Conference
Planning Committee
The UMD Board of Directors would like to
thank this remarkable Global Conference 2011
Planning Committee for their dedication and
team work. They have accomplished the arduous
task of planning and organizing the Third
Annual UMD Global Conference as
flawlessly as possible.

Honorary Chair

Ambassador Ljubica Z. Acevska

Chair

Metodija A. Koloski

Conference Management and Planning
Diana Booth

Planning Committee Members
Martin Anastasovski
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Elke Van Schil
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Gordana Stojkoska
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Journal Design

Irena Pejovic, Koiko Design, LLC

This team was a true example
of how to be a Global Macedonian–
United, We Can Make a Difference. Thank you!

The Stanwyck Family
The Stanwyck Family wishes UMD
all the best of success in the completion
of their goals.
These goals represent the Stanwyck’s dreams
in terms of their cultural identity and
prioritized heartfelt aspirations.
They will always be there to support the UMD
and hope & pray that all Macedonians will rise
and support this “World Class” organization.
The UMD needs all our support as Macedonians
to achieve our common goals.

Support the UMD

The Honorary Consul of the Republic of Macedonia

Mr. Lou Vlasho
is proud to support the
3rd Annual United Macedonian Diaspora Global Conference
Thank you for all the hard work everyone at
the United Macedonian Diaspora is doing
to achieve the goals of our forefathers!
I am proud to be a member of your Advisory Council!
Congratulations to all the Awardees!
My family and I join the United Macedonian Diaspora and
Macedonians worldwide in celebrating the
20th Anniversary of Macedonia’s Independence!

The Antoniou Family
Proudly Congratulates
The Republic of Macedonia
On The 20th Year Anniversary
Of Its Independence,
And Stands Together With
Macedonians Throughout The World
In Celebrating Our Common Culture
And Honoring Our Forebears
At UMD’s 3rd Annual Global Conference.
Chris, Lydia, Christine
& Suzanne Antoniou

The Bitove Family
joins with the
United Macedonian Diaspora
and Macedonians throughout the
world in celebrating the  
20th Anniversary of Macedonia’s
Independence.
May we go forth in
strength and unity.

Check out our website for 2011 dates and Global
Cell phone Video Contest:
www.macedonianfilmfestival.com

ANDREW D. PEYKOFF & FAMILY
NIAGARA BOTTLING, LLC

We join all Macedonians worldwide
in celebrating
the 20th Anniversary of
Macedonia’s Independence.
www.niagarawater.com

Study abroad at University American College Skopje
and visit your homeland
2011 Global MBA Rankings as one of the top universities in both Southern and Eastern Europe
“3І University”:
- International Academic Faculty
- International Students
- International Accreditation and Collaborations
Have the opportunity to study in Rome, Paris, Brussels, Prague, Valencia, Vienna and Zurich through
our international collaborations
American and European accredited
Live in the capital city, Skopje, and experience the vibrant nightlife
Study in the Fields of Business Management, Political Science, Architecture and Design, Computer
Science, and Foreign Languages

Learn more at www.uacs.edu.mk or contact us at info@uacs.edu.mk or studyabroad@uacs.edu.mk
www.facebook.com/americancollege

www.twitter.com/UACSkopje

Chris G. Paliare, O.Ont., LSM
Barrister
applauds the United Macedonian Diaspora
on the significant undertaking in
organizing their
Third Global Conference to
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of
Macedonia’s Independence
I am proud to support the work of
the United Macedonian Diaspora!
I wish you great success in
the coming years in representing the voice
of Macedonians throughout the world in
Washington, D.C. and helping
our homeland Macedonia.

MACONE
Macedonian-American
Cultural Organization of New England
Им ја честита третата конференција на
ОМД и им пожелува долги години
успешна работа.
Воедно ги повикува сите заинтересирани кои
сакаат да членуват или пак да стапат во контакт
со организацијата со цел да добијат информации
за активностите и културните настани што
ке се одвиват на територијата на New England
поврзани со Македонија.
macone_info@comcast.net
Dimitar Mico Grcev 508 315 2780
Stavre Vesovski 774 230 4788

awardees

UMD Lifetime Achievement Award
George Atanasoski
George Atanasoski, originally from Prilep,
Macedonia, immigrated to the United States in
1970 where he began his career as an engineer working for New York University. In 1975,
George, and his brother Josif, founded Microflex Inc., a successful international corporation
manufacturing flexible metal products based
in Ormond Beach, Florida that supply a wide
range of industries including , GE, Ford, Siemens, General Motors, Rolls-Royce, NASA,
etc…
In 1996, Atanasoski co-founded and became
President of MAK AM International Corporation, an international trading company mostly
concerned with importing and exporting to and from Macedonia. Over the years, George
has invested in numerous Macedonian businesses such as Sonce GA, Zito Prilep, TV
Sonce and others. In 1994, he founded the international magazine Macedonian Sun
(Makedonsko Sonce) that focused in publishing Macedonian culture, history, and values.
Since his involvement in 1974 in one of the oldest Macedonian organizations in North

America, the Macedonian Society of New York, he became
involved in promoting the Macedonian cause in the diaspora to this day. In addition, Mr. Atanasoski has spent significant financial resources in supporting and advancing the
Macedonian cause and culture in Albania, Greece, Bulgaria,
Serbia and Kosovo, for the Macedonian minority in those
countries. He is a strong champion of human rights, and has
been working toward securing the most basic right of selfdetermination of Macedonians in those countries and worldwide. Mr. Atanasoski is also involved in Macedonian politics
and has run for president of Macedonia in 1994. He has four
sons, one of them presently living in Macedonia.
Through Macedonian Alliance, the political party he founded,
he has been trying to unite the voices of Macedonians in
Albania, Greece, Bulgaria and Serbia and integrate them
in the political scene of their respective countries. George
has unselfishly spent countless hours and finances to help
Macedonia, the Macedonians in the countries surrounding
Macedonia, and Macedonians abroad.

UMD Macedonian Friendship Award
Ambassador Philip T. Reeker
Philip T. Reeker was sworn in as the fifth U.S.
Ambassador to Macedonia on September 10,
2008. He arrived in Skopje on September 25,
and presented his Credentials to the President
of the Republic of Macedonia on September
29, 2008. From June 2007 until June 2008, he
served at the American Embassy in Iraq as the
Public Affairs Counselor for Ambassador Ryan
Crocker. He was the Deputy Chief of Mission in
Budapest, Hungary from 2004 to 2007.
Mr. Reeker was the State Department Deputy
Spokesman and Deputy Assistant Secretary in
the Bureau of Public Affairs from 2000-2003,
for Secretaries of State Albright and Powell. He
was recipient of the Edward R. Murrow Award for Excellence in Public Diplomacy in
2003, and traveled domestically and internationally as the “Spokesman at Large” for
the State Department, giving talks and interviews on U.S. Foreign Policy and diplomacy
from 2003 to 2004.

A Career Foreign Service Officer, Mr. Reeker previously
served as Director of Press Relations at the State Department from 1999 to 2000; Assistant Information Officer in
Budapest, Hungary from 1993 to 1996; and as the Public
Affairs Officer in Skopje, Macedonia from 1997 to 1999.
He was spokesman for Ambassador Christopher R. Hill
and the Rambouillet Process (Kosovo peace talks). Born
in Pennsylvania, Mr. Reeker grew up in several parts of
the United States, and in Australia. He received a BA from
Yale in 1986, and an MBA from the Thunderbird School
of International Management in 1991. He is married to
Solveig Johnson Reeker, who also is a member of the
Foreign Service.

awardees

Posthumous UMD International Freedom Award
Lawrence S. Eagleburger

62nd Secretary of State of the United States
Lawrence S. Eagleburger was sworn in as the 62nd U.S. Secretary of State by President George
Bush on December 8, 1992. From August 23rd until his swearing-in he was acting Secretary of
State. Mr. Eagleburger was sworn in as Deputy Secretary of State on March 20, 1989. His appointment as President Bush’s choice for Deputy Secretary of State was announced on January
6, 1989, and confirmed by the Senate on March 17, 1989.
Mr. Eagleburger was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on August 1, 1930. He received his B.S.
degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1952, served as first lieutenant in the U.S. Army
from 1952 to 1954, and earned his M.S. degree, also from the University of Wisconsin, in 1957.
After his entry into the Foreign Service, he was assigned to the economic section of the Embassy in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. In 1961, was assigned to the economic section of the embassy in
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. In 1963, after a severe earthquake in Macedonia, Yugoslavia, he led the
U.S. Government effort to provide medical and other assistance. In 1965, he was assigned to
Washington, D.C., first to the Secretariat staff dealing with European affairs and, in March- July
1966, as special assistant to Mr. Dean Acheson, advisor to the President on Franco-NATO issues. Following his reassignment in Washington, he served
in various positions in the Nixon White House and at the State Department.
In September 1969, he was assigned as political advisor and chief of the political section of the U.S. Mission to NATO in Brussels. Mr. Eagleburger
returned to Washington as a Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense in August 1971. Two years later, he became Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense
for International Security Affairs.
In June 1977, President Carter appointed Mr. Eagleburger ambassador to Yugoslavia, where he served for 1 ½ years. In early 1981, Mr. Eagleburger
was nominated by President Reagan to be Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs. In February 1982, Mr. Eagleburger was appointed Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs, the third ranking position in the department.
Mr. Eagleburger was awarded the Distinguished Civilian Service Medal by the Department of Defense in 1978 and the President’s Award for Distinguished Federal Civilian Service in 1976. In 1984, the Department of State gave him the Wilbur J. Carr Award, which is presented to retiring career
officers who have performed with unusual distinction at senior levels for 25 years or more - - and the Distinguished Honor Award, then the Department’s
highest honor. In 1992, he received the Department of State’s Distinguished Service Award; the Department’s highest honor. In 1994, he received an
honorary knighthood from Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.
Mr. Eagleburger retired from the Department of State in May 1984, after serving 27 years as a Foreign Service officer. After leaving the Department, he
was elected to the boards of Josephson International and the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, and was named president of Kissinger Associates, Inc., a firm founded by Dr. Kissinger in April 1982 to offer strategic consulting services to international companies. He joined the U.S. Government
in 1989. Following his resignation as Secretary of State on January 19, 1993, he joined the law firm of Baker, Donelson, Bearman and Caldwell as Senior
Foreign Policy Advisor. He had joined the Boards of Halliburton Company, Phillips Petroleum Company, and Universal Corporation.
Mr. Eagleburger served as Chairman of the International Commission on Holocaust Era Insurance Claims and as a member of the Iraq Study Group.

awardees

UMD International Freedom Award
Senator Joseph Lieberman (ID-Connecticut)
Now in his fourth and final term representing Connecticut in the United States Senate, Joe Lieberman
has earned a national reputation as a thoughtful, principled, and effective legislator. He is perhaps
best known as the Democratic candidate for Vice President in 2000. More than that, he is a national
leader who works across party lines to find common ground, who speaks his conscience, and who
gets things done for Connecticut and the country.
That reputation is based on a long and distinguished record. Senator Lieberman is one of Congress’s
most influential voices on security issues. He was the Senate’s leading champion of legislation creating the Department of Homeland Security to better protect the nation from terrorist attacks. He has
been at the forefront of efforts not only to increase our investment in defense, but to transform our
armed forces to better meet the threats of the 21st Century. Senator Lieberman has been a strong
and consistent advocate for using America’s military might to defend America’s interests and values
when they are seriously endangered. Senator Lieberman also seeks to defend the environment, helping to negotiate the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and working to protect Arctic wildlife from
oil and gas drilling.
Here at home, Senator Lieberman believes in equal opportunity for all Americans. He supports economic policies that spark business growth, encourage innovation, open the doors of opportunity for
all, expand markets for American products, and keep the government’s budget books in balance. He is also a champion for the ordinary investor and
consumer, fighting to ensure that public and private watchdogs meet the highest standards of independence and integrity. Moreover, he led the successful legislative effort to repeal the military’s discriminatory “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, which prohibits patriotic gay and lesbian Americans from
serving openly in our armed services.
Senator Lieberman is Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, which is responsible for oversight of the Department of
Homeland Security and assuring the efficiency and effectiveness of the Federal Government. In addition, he is a member of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, where he is Chairman of the Subcommittee on Airland and sits on the Personnel and Seapower Subcommittees; and the Small Business
Committee.
Senator Lieberman received his bachelor’s degree from Yale College in 1964 and his law degree from Yale Law School in 1967. Senator Lieberman was
elected to the Connecticut State Senate in 1970 and served there for ten years, including the last six as Majority Leader. In 1980, he returned to private
legal practice for two years, and from 1983 through 1988, he served as Connecticut’s 21st Attorney General. As Attorney General, he took on polluters
of Connecticut’s environment, went after deadbeat dads by strengthening child support enforcement, and earned a strong reputation as a defender of
consumers’ rights.
Senator Lieberman was first elected to the United States Senate in 1988, scoring the nation’s biggest political upset that year by a margin of just 10,000
votes. Six years later, he made history by winning the biggest landslide victory ever in a Connecticut Senate race, drawing 67 percent of the vote and
beating his opponent by more than 350,000 votes. In 2000, Senator Lieberman was elected by another overwhelming margin to a third term.
In 2006, Senator Lieberman was elected to a fourth term as an Independent, because of the strength of his record and his accomplishments for the
state. He won the general election by more than 100,000 votes. He remains committed to caucusing with Senate Democrats, but is identified as an
Independent Democrat (ID-CT).
On January 19, 2011, in his hometown of Stamford, Connecticut, Senator Lieberman announced his plan to retire from the United States Senate at the
end of his fourth term. In his remarks he said, “I go forward with a tremendous sense of gratitude for the opportunities I have had to make a difference.”
To read the full text of his remarks, click here.
Senator Lieberman lives in Stamford and Washington with his wife Hadassah. Together they are the proud parents of four children and eleven grandchildren.

awardees

UMD International Freedom Award
Senator John McCain (R-Arizona)
Senator John McCain has a remarkable record of leadership and experience that embodies his unwavering
lifetime commitment to service. He was the Republican nominee for the 2008 U.S. Presidential Elections.
First elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Arizona in 1982, John has led the fight for reforming
Washington, eliminating wasteful government spending, and strengthening our nation’s armed forces.
Senator McCain’s reform agenda to reduce federal spending and lower taxes quickly elevated him to statewide office and he was elected to the United States Senate in 1986, after serving two terms in the U.S. House.
In the Senate, he continued to demand that Congress put an end to loopholes for special interests and fix the
broken system in Washington that too often allows lobbyists to write legislation and members of Congress
to waste taxpayer money. In November of 2010, Senator McCain was overwhelmingly reelected with nearly
sixty percent of the vote.
As the son and grandson of distinguished Navy admirals, John McCain deeply values duty, honor and service
of country. John attended college at the United States Naval Academy, and launched a 22-year career as a naval aviator upon his graduation.
On July 29, 1967, John narrowly survived the first of many near-death experiences during his lifetime while preparing to take off on a bombing mission
over North Vietnam from his ship, the USS Forrestal. A missile accidentally fired from a nearby plane struck the fuel tanks on his plane.
Instead of taking the option to return home after the Forrestal disaster, Senator McCain volunteered for more combat duty - a fateful decision that
stopped the clock on his life and separated him from his family, and country, for five and a half years.
During his 23rd bombing mission on October 26, 1967, a missile struck his plane and forced him to eject, knocking him unconscious and breaking both
his arms and his leg. John was then taken as a prisoner of war into the now infamous “Hanoi Hilton,” where he was denied necessary medical treatment
and often beaten by the North Vietnamese. He spent much of his time as a prisoner of war in solitary confinement, aided by his faith and the friendships
of his fellow POWs. When he was finally released and able to return home years later, Senator McCain continued his service by regaining his naval flight
status.
Senator McCain’s last Navy duty assignment was to serve as the naval liaison to the United States Senate. He retired from the Navy in 1981. His naval
honors include the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Purple Heart, and the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Senator McCain currently serves on the following Senate Committees during the 112th Congress: Ranking Member on the Senate Armed Services Committee; Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions; Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, and Committee on Indian
Affairs.
Senator McCain has seven children and four grandchildren, and currently lives in Phoenix, Arizona with his wife Cindy.

awardees

UMD Macedonian Heritage Public Service Award Recipient
Ljubica Z. Acevska

Macedonia’s First Ambassador to the U.S. and First Woman Diplomat
Macedonia had no representation in Washington, D.C. before Ambassador Ljubica Z. Acevska. “I frequently told government officials, ‘You should have a representative in Washington.’” Finally, Macedonia’s
president, then President Kiro Gligorov said to her, ‘You take the job.’ “I agreed to take the job for six
months,” she remembers. These six months turned into nine years serving in this capacity from 1991 to
2000.
This was the beginning of what would mark a milestone in Ambassador Acevska’s life and career. She
would become the first woman diplomat of Macedonia abroad to the most powerful country in the world.
She gave up her U.S. citizenship and started her role as Macedonia’s first representative, and then Ambassador to the United States of America. Although Macedonia was an island of stability in a sea of
Balkan turmoil at the time, the job of Ambassador was not easy for Acevska.
Ambassador Acevska for several years was the only one working in Washington, D.C. trying to win the
support of the United States. During her time representing the Republic of Macedonia, she successfully
established bilateral relations between Macedonia and the United States, advocated for the U.S. to agree
to send peacekeeping troops under the United Nations’ umbrella to Macedonia’s northern border to prevent spillover from the Yugoslav wars, and convinced the U.S. to send foreign assistance. Ambassador
Acevska handled Macedonia’s membership in the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and served
as a Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly.
Ambassador Acevska has an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Hood College, received the 1996
Alumni Medalist Award for international distinction in service to humanity from The Ohio State University, and in 1997 received the University’s Distinguished Alumni Award. In 1999, the U.S. Department of State bestowed upon her the Secretary’s Open Forum Distinguished Public Service Award, and
in 2000, she received the Ambassador of the Year Award from Howard University. Ambassador Acevska was included in the Worldwide Guide to Women
in Leadership, for becoming Macedonia’s first woman diplomat.
After her service as Ambassador, she went on to become a Public Policy Scholar at the prestigious Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
From 2005-2008, she was a co- host of the DC-TV talk show Conversations focusing on international issues.
In addition to her current public speaking engagements, and international business development consulting work, Ambassador Acevska is Co-Founder
and President of Pencils 4 Kids International, an organization that provides school supplies to kids worldwide. One of the most recent projects was
traveling to Haiti after the devastating earthquake in 2010. Acevska has served on numerous Boards including The Ohio State University Alumni Association Board of Directors; The Ohio State University, The Provost’s External Advisory Board on Education; Board of Governors Pacem-in-Terris Institute at
La Roche College; the American Bar Association’s Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative (CEELI) Advisory Council, and currently serves on the
Advisory Council of the United Macedonian Diaspora and is Chairman of the Women Ambassadors Foundation. Before becoming Ambassador, Acevska
was a founding partner of Gulf Enterprises, which deals in trading, consulting and development in the Arabian Gulf with offices in Washington, D.C and
Abu Dhabi.
Ambassador Acevska’s leadership and involvement in far-reaching projects brought her appearances on many television programs including CNN, ABC,
CBS, NBC, MSNBC, FOX NEWS, PBS THE LEHRER NEWSHOUR, C-SPAN where she provided her expertise and opinion on key issues affecting Macedonia and U.S. policy towards the region, among other topics. She has spoken at many universities, World Affairs Councils, Chambers of Economy, Rotary
Clubs, the United States Department of State’s Foreign Service Institute, and at national and international conferences.
Acevska was born in Capari, Macedonia. She came to the United States with her family at the age of nine, and grew up in Mansfield, Ohio. Acevska
completed her undergraduate and postgraduate studies at The Ohio State University in the field of international studies. She attended Harvard University
twice, once at the JFK School of Government for a fellowship in Leadership in the 21st Century: Chaos, Conflict and Courage and later at the Business
School for an Executive Development Program sponsored by the World Bank.
She currently resides in Washington, D.C. with her husband Washington Psychiatrist and author, Dr. Joseph R. Novello and enjoys golfing, gardening,
traveling, and meeting people in her spare time.
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UMD Macedonia Friendship Award
Major General Michael D. Dubie
The Adjutant General, Vermont
Major General Michael D. Dubie is The Adjutant
General of the State of Vermont, serving as the
senior uniformed officer in the state responsible
for the organization, training and equipage of
nearly 4,000 members of the Vermont Army
and Air National Guard. General Dubie also
serves as inspector and quartermaster general
and head of the State Military Department, including Veterans Affairs, responsible for a combined state and federal budget of over 210 million dollars.
General Dubie began his military career in 1979
in the Army Reserve Officer Training Corps pro-

gram at the University of Vermont and simultaneously joined
the 150th Aviation Battalion in the Army National Guard. He
was commissioned as a second lieutenant, Armor Branch, in
1981 and later transferred to the Vermont Air National Guard.
General Dubie held a variety of command, supervisory and
staff positions at the 158th Fighter Wing and Vermont State
Headquarters and served as the Assistant Adjutant General
responsible for the Vermont Joint Staff and Joint Forces
Headquarters. Additionally, General Dubie commanded the
447th Air Expeditionary Group at the Baghdad International
Airport and served as Director of Staff for the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing, Balad Air Base, Iraq. General Dubie is a
command pilot with more than 2,000 flying hours in trainer
and fighter aircraft.

UMD Macedonia Friendship Award
Professor Victor A. Friedman
Victor A. Friedman (Ph.D., University of Chicago, 1975) is the Andrew W. Mellon Professor
in the Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the University of Chicago, where he
also holds an appointment in the Department
of Linguistics and an associate appointment in
the Department of Anthropology. He is also Director of the University’s Center for East European and Russian/Eurasian Studies, a National
Resource Center at Chicago. He is president of
the U.S. National Committee of the International
Association for Southeast European Studies and
vice-president of the U.S. National Committee
of the International Committee of Slavists.
Professor Friedman is a member of the Macedonian Academy of Arts and Sciences, the
Academy of Sciences of Albania, the Academy of Arts and Sciences of Kosova, Matica
Srpska, and has been awarded the “1300 Years of Bulgaria” jubilee medal. He has thrice
been awarded the Golden Plaque from Sts. Cyril and Methodius University of Skopje,
from which he also holds the degree of Doctor Honoris Causa. During the Yugoslav Wars
of Succession, he worked for the United Nations as a senior policy analyst in Macedonia
and consulted for other international organizations.

Professor Friedman’s publications include The Grammatical
Categories of the Macedonian Indicative (1977 – the first
book on Modern Macedonian to be published in the US), Linguistic Emblems and Emblematic Languages: On Language
as Flag in the Balkans (1999), Macedonian (2002), Turkish
in Macedonia and Beyond (2003), and Studies in Albanian
and Other Balkan languages (2004), an annotated edition of
Aleko Konstantinov’s Bai Ganyo (2010), and Očerki lakskogo
jazyka (2011), as well as more than 200 scholarly articles.
In addition to his research on the Balkan languages, he has
published extensively on Lak grammar, as well as on Georgian, and has done fieldwork in Daghestan, in addition to 40
years of fieldwork in the Balkans.
His main research interests are grammatical categories as
well as sociolinguistic issues related to contact phenomena,
standardization, ideology, and identity. Professor Friedman
spent 2008-09 researching multilingualism in Skopje, Macedonia, with support from Guggenheim and Fulbright-Hays
fellowships.
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UMD Macedonia Friendship Award
Ambassador Christopher R. Hill
Ambassador Christopher R. Hill is the Dean of
the Josef Korbel School of International Studies
at The University of Denver.
Christopher Robert Hill served as the U.S. Ambassador to Iraq, from April 2009 until August
2010. He joined the Josef Korbel School of International Studies in September 2010. He is a
career member of the Senior Foreign Service
whose prior assignment was Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs.
He has also served as Ambassador to the Republic of Korea. On February 14, 2005, he was
named as the Head of the U.S. delegation to the
Six- Party Talks on the North Korean nuclear issue. Previously he has served as U.S. Ambassador to Poland (2000-2004), Ambassador
to the Republic of Macedonia (1996-1999) and Special Envoy to Kosovo (1998-1999).
He also served as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Southeast
European Affairs in the National Security Council.

Earlier in his Foreign Service career, Ambassador Hill served
tours in Belgrade, Warsaw, Seoul, and Tirana, and on the
Department of State’s Policy Planning staff and in the Department’s Operation Center. While on a fellowship with
the American Political Science Association he served as a
staff member for Congressman Stephen Solarz working on
Eastern European issues. He also served as the Department
of State’s Senior Country Officer for Poland. Ambassador
Hill received the State Department’s Distinguished Service
Award for his contributions as a member of the U.S. negotiating team in the Bosnia peace settlement, and was a recipient of the Robert S. Frasure Award for Peace Negotiations
for his work on the Kosovo crisis. Prior to joining the Foreign
Service, Ambassador Hill served as a Peace Corps volunteer
in Cameroon.
Ambassador Hill graduated from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine with a B.A. in Economics. He received a Master’s degree from the Naval War College in 1994. He speaks
Polish, Serbo-Croatian, and Macedonian.

UMD Macedonia Friendship Award
Jason Miko
Producer of “A Name is A Name”
Jason Miko brings over twenty years of experience in public relations, communications, management, economic development, public affairs,
lobbying and humanitarian work to the table.
Having lived overseas and traveled extensively,
he also possesses a broad understanding of different cultures and communities.

Jason has worked with Barbour, Griffith & Rogers, Quinn
Gillespie & Associates and the Laurus Group, LLC in Washington, DC, representing clients in Macedonia, Bulgaria and
Ukraine in the arenas of public policy, public affairs, economic development, communications, and the non- profit sector.
He currently works with Russell Public Communications in
Tucson, Arizona, as Director of Account Service.

In his professional career, Jason spent seven
years working in Washington, DC in professional
party politics and with Ruder Finn, an independent public relations firm where he represented
clients in the Balkans in the arena of public policy and travel and tourism. From Washington, DC
Jason moved to Macedonia where he lived and
worked seven years, five of them with Mercy
Corps, a Portland, Oregon-based humanitarian and developmental outfit as both communications officer and then country director. He also served as executive director of
the American Chamber of Commerce in Macedonia.

A native Arizonan, Jason graduated from the University of
Arizona with a B. S. in Business Administration and currently
resides in Oro Valley, Arizona.
Jason has traveled to 49 countries and has lived a quarter
of his life overseas. In 2008/9, he produced a documentary
film on Macedonia titled A Name is a Name and he currently
writes weekly columns for Nova Makedonija. He enjoys music, travel, history, creative writing, hiking, weight lifting, jogging, swimming, reading, fine wine, craft beer and general
geo-political discussions.
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Ananija Andrew Ananievski
Ananija Andrew Ananievski is Australia’s Youth Representative to the United Nations Youth Association
in the field of Global Health and International Development.
The United Nations Youth Association of Australia
(UNYA) is one of Australia’s largest youth organizations, and is part of the global network of the United
Nations Youth Associations. UN Youth Australia is a not-for-profit organization run entirely by youth, who are committed to the task of advocating the
role of young people in domestic and international affairs. In addition UN
Youth Australia allows young people to play an active role in the democratic
process.
Prior to this position, Ananija was the Executive Producer of the Macedonian Youth Program on the Australian public broadcasting radio and
television network SBS - Special Broadcasting Service; and President of
the Australian Macedonian Student Association. He spoke at UMD’s 2nd
Global Conference in June 2010 regarding youth activism and the Australian Macedonian youth; and will be attending UMD’s 3rd Global Conference
in celebration of Macedonia’s 20th anniversary as a free, independent and
sovereign nation-state.
Ananija graduated from Trinity Grammar School, Kew in 2009 in Australian
History, Psychology, English Language, Geography, Macedonian Language
and Mathematics. Ananija was awarded as a School Prefect, School House
Vice-Captain and won the 2009 Trinity Prize for Excellence. He currently is
an undergraduate student in his second year studying Biomedical Science
and International Development at the University of Melbourne.
Ananija’s main interest and passion is Australian Indigenous health, which
is why since 2005 Ananija has been actively involved in Australian Indigenous Affairs; and an active voice and promoter for equality between Indigenous and Settler Australians. Since 2007, Ananija has made several trips
to remote Indigenous communities, such as Gunbalanya Northern Territory.
Ananija is involved in the Australian Government’s initiative of ‘Closing the
Gap’ between Indigenous and Settler Australians within a generation. The
aim is to reduce Indigenous disadvantage with respect to life expectancy,
child mortality, access to early childhood, health-care and education, educational achievement and employment outcomes.

The Honorable
Mary Catherine M.C Andrews
Mary Catherine (M.C.) Andrews is a senior consultant on foreign policy and trade. She works with
clients through the consulting firm, Vianovo, the
American Security Project, the International Republican Institute, and others.
She was a spring 2010 fellow at Harvard University’s Institute of Politics, where she focused on
American foreign policy and public diplomacy. Prior to joining Vianovo in
2005, M.C. served as Special Assistant to the President and Director of the
White House Office of Global Communications and Deputy Director during
the start-up of that office. Previously, she was Director for Democracy on
the National Security Council staff and on the NSC transition team in 2000.
She manages projects with international scope, works with non-governmental organizations, and provides advice for several institutions in the
aerospace industry.
Before joining the White House, M.C. managed the Aspen Strategy Group, a
policy program of the Aspen Institute. She has worked at prominent think
tanks and non-governmental organizations, including the International Republican Institute, The World Bank, and the Organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe. In 1995 and 1996, she lived in Macedonia and
instituted a new management structure and wrote training and evaluation
manuals for the Open Society Institute Macedonia. In addition, she developed and evaluated programs for the International Foundation for Election
Systems.
Her primary policy interest is in developing democratic and transparent governance as precursors to economic and social reform. She has worked on
global policies to promote democratic institutions and has specific expertise working on the ground in Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Latin
America.
M.C. has observed more than 25 elections in 12 countries and written and
edited nine books on foreign policy and democratic development. Currently, in addition to her responsibilities with Vianovo, she is the author of a
study and book on the use of technologies in democratic transitions for the
International Republican Institute. She is originally from Gastonia, North
Carolina, has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Hollins College, where she
was given the Distinguished Alumnae Award in 2011, and has a Masters in
Public Administration from Harvard University.
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Marcus Busch

Robert Benjamin is Regional Director of Central and
Eastern Europe programs at the National Democratic
Institute. In this capacity, he oversees the development and implementation of programs in 10 countries
and republics involving civic education, citizen political participation and parliamentary development.
Since joining the Institute in 1993, Mr. Benjamin has
managed multi-year programs in Croatia, Macedonia,
Montenegro, Poland, Serbia, and Slovakia. Previous to NDI, Mr. Benjamin worked at Chemonics International, a Washington-based consulting firm, on economic development programs in Central
Europe. He holds a B.A. in Political Science from Princeton University and
a M.A. in International Relations from the John Hopkins University School of
Advanced International Studies.

Marcus Busch serves as a Trial Attorney with the United States Department
of Justice, Office of International Affairs.

Victor Bivell
Victor Bivell has been a magazine editor and
journalist for 24 years and a book editor and
publisher for 19 years.
In 1992, he established the Private Equity Media
business, which founded the Australian Venture
Capital Journal and Australian Venture Capital
Guide. He has also authored and co-authored
three venture capital industry studies, and a
paper published by the OECD. He sold the Private Equity Media
business in 2006.
Also in 1992, he authored the Environmental Investment Directory of Australia, which was the first use of environmentally positive screening to identify
environmental investments in Australia. Founded in 2005 his latest business,
Eco Investor Media, publishes Australia’s first specialist environmental investment magazine, Eco Investor, and produces two annual conferences: Eco
Investor Forum and Eco Innovation Forum.
In 1992, Victor also founded Pollitecon Publications, a specialist publisher in
English on Macedonian human rights. He has edited and published 12 books
on Macedonian themes. These include biographies and autobiographies, historical studies, the ‘child refugees’, the Macedonian Freedom Fight within the
Greek Civil War, and the first translations into English of three well known
Macedonian novels.
He has also published the online books Life in Aegean Macedonia, and Macedonian Communities Around the World, compiled the online series The Treaties That Divided Macedonia, and republished online the Makedonska Iskra
newspaper that was published from 1946 to 1957.

Prior to joining OIA in 2009, he was an Assistant United States Attorney for
the Northern District of Texas, where he prosecuted major fraud and public
corruption cases. In that capacity, he tried United States v. Donald Hill, the
Dallas City Hall public corruption case, and United States v. Gregory Setzer,
a faith-based Ponzi scheme. Marcus was in private practice from 1987 until
2004, prosecuting and defending both civil and criminal cases. During that
time, he also served as a special prosecutor on public corruption and narcotics cases. Prior to private practice, he was an Assistant District Attorney
for the Dallas County District Attorney’s Office, where he was the felony
chief prosecutor in that office’s public integrity section.
Marcus has spoken to the criminal bar, prosecutors, law enforcement
agencies, and the public on numerous legal topics throughout his career.
He received his J.D. and M.B.A. from Texas Tech University in 1982, and
graduated from the University of Texas at Arlington in 1978.

Thomas Countryman
Thomas Countryman, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, rank of Minister-Counselor,
has been Deputy Assistant Secretary for European
and Eurasian Affairs since September 2010. He
supervises the office of South-Central European
Affairs and is responsible for US relations with
Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.
Mr. Countryman began his State Department career in 1982, serving first in
Belgrade and then in the Department’s Office of Eastern European and Yugoslav Affairs. After two years of Arabic language study, he served in Cairo
from 1990 to 1993, and then in the State Department’s Office of CounterTerrorism. From 1994-97, he was responsible for advising Ambassador
Albright on Middle East affairs at the U.S. Mission to the United Nations,
and served as liaison with the UN Special Commission investigating Iraq’s
weapons programs. From 1997 to 1998, Mr. Countryman served as Director for Near East and South Asian Affairs at the National Security Council,
and as the White House representative on Ambassador Dennis Ross’ peace
process team. In 1998-1999, he participated in the Senior Seminar, the
federal government’s most advanced professional development program
for foreign affairs and national security officials. From 1999 to 2001, Mr.
Countryman was Director of the Office of South Central European Affairs
(EUR/SCE).
From 2001 to 2005, he was the Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs in
Rome, Italy. After a short assignment as Director of the Office of United
Nations Political Affairs, he was Deputy Chief of Mission in Athens, Greece
from 2005 to 2008. For a five-month period in 2007, he served as the
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Charge d’affaires of the Embassy. In 2008 to 2009, he was the Foreign Policy
Advisor to General James Conway, the Commandant of the US Marine Corps.
Prior to his current appointment, he served as the Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary in the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs.
He has received four Superior Honor Awards and, in 2007, the Presidential
Meritorious Service Citation. A native of Tacoma, Washington, he graduated
from Washington University in St. Louis (summa cum laude) with a degree in
economics and political science, and studied at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. He is fluent in Serbo-Croatian, and proficient
in Arabic, Italian, Greek and German. He is married to Dubravka Trklja, an
artist and educator. They have two sons.

Emil Gjorgov
Emil Gjorgov has been involved in curriculum development and establishment of academic programs and schools in Macedonia for the past 18
years. His first educational project after the independence of Macedonia was to establish the International Baccalaureate or IB World School within
the framework of the Josip Broz Tito secondary
school in Skopje, Macedonia. The experience
was passed on to the Macedonian-American high
school system to develop programs that coincided with both American and
Macedonian Standards. Another private secondary school, American High
School Nova was put on the right path with know-how and organizational
culture to domestic and international accreditation.
Ever since Macedonia adopted amendments to the High Education Act in
2003, where private schools were permitted to co-exist with the state university system in Macedonia, he has been working on curriculum development
and international accreditation to accredit local private schools.
In his current professional career as the champion of accreditation and the
Chief Academic Office of the University American College Skopje, he managed to steer the accreditation process to acquire full accreditation from the
European Council for Business Education from Brussels and the Accrediting
Council for Business Schools and Programs from Overland Park, Kansas. He
also heads the department for international cooperation with schools and
universities from the U.S. and Europe.
Emil lived in the U.S. for many years and completed greater portion of his
education in North Carolina and Philadelphia. He speaks most of the languages in the Balkans and considers the English language as his primary
mode of communication. He enjoys sports such as baseball, where he is
the vice-president of the little league baseball in Macedonia. Aside from
traditional sports, he also enjoys water skiing, mountain skiing, cycling and
dirt bike racing.

Robert A. Hand is a Policy Advisor at the U.S. Helsinki Commission, which he
joined in 1983. He serves as a Balkan specialist tasked with monitoring and
reporting on Albania, Bosnia, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.
His responsibilities have included serving on the OSCE Mission to Kosovo,
Sandjak, and Vojvodina, U.S. delegations to OSCE meetings, on- site human
rights monitoring and election observation. Hand earned a B.A. in Russian/
USSR Area Studies from the School of International Service, American University, 1983. He has some knowledge of Russian and German.

Sarah Hutchison
Sarah has been the Albania Desk Officer at the State Department since
August 2010. She previously served as Vice Consul at the U.S. Embassy
in Sofia, Bulgaria, and before that as Assistant Public Affairs Officer at the
U.S. Embassy in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan. Sarah is from Columbia, SC, and
has a BA in English literature and minor in Russian language and literature
from The College of William and Mary in Virginia. Prior to joining the Foreign
Service, she worked for nonprofit organizations in Washington, DC focused
on religious freedom in the former Soviet Union (FSU) and Baltic States, and
for an institute of the National Endowment for Democracy focused on promoting small and medium enterprise development in Eastern Europe and
the FSU.

Ambassador Dr. Zoran Jolevski
Ambassador Dr. Zoran Jolevski took the office of
the Ambassador of the Republic of Macedonia to
the United States in March 2007. In November
2008, he also was appointed the Macedonian’s
chief negotiator on the name differences with
Greece under the auspices of the United Nations.
Ambassador Jolevski is a professor at the European University, in Skopje, Macedonia.
From 2000 to 2004, Ambassador Jolevski was Chief of Staff to the President of the Republic of Macedonia Boris Trajkovski, and served as the Chief
Adviser to the Macedonian Government on Macedonia’s World Trade Organization accession. He held various other capacities with the Macedonian
Government through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Ambassador Jolevski founded and was the first President of the Institute for
Economic Strategies and International Affairs – “Ohrid.” He also served as
a President of “The Boris Trajkovski International Foundation” from 2004
to 2005. Prior to his appointment as Ambassador he served as a member
of the Board of number of companies. Jolevski was Vice Chairman of the
UN/ECE Committee on Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development (20052007), as well as a Member of Team of Specialists on Internet Enterprise
Development at UN/ECE (1999-2003).
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He was the Chief of Party to the Macedonian Business Environment Activity, and from 2004 to 2006 the Chief of Party to the World Trade Organization Compliance Activity. Ambasador Jolevski holds a Ph.D. in International
Economy from the Sts. Cyril and Methodius University’s Faculty of Economy,
as well as a Master of Science in International Trade Law. He is author of two
books and more then hundred articles as well as chief editor of several books.
Zoran Jolevski is married to Suzana Jolevska and they have two sons: Pero
and Filip Jolevski.

The 10th District is a border district. It is home to the Blue Water Bridge
which is the second busiest commercial border crossing on the northern
tier, Selfridge Air National Guard Base which has expanding missions in the
area of homeland security, Coast Guard stations at Selfridge, Port Huron
and Harbor Beach, it borders Chemical Valley which is one of the largest
collections of petro-chemical operations in North America, the CN Rail Tunnel which is the busiest rail artery in the U.S., and is where the genesis of
important trade arteries interstates I-94 and I-69.

Sally McNamara

Miller has focused her efforts on building a stronger presence of homeland security assets at Selfridge, enhancing the security of our airways, roadways, railways and waterways in addition to securing
our food and water supplies by enhancing Northern Border security.

Sally McNamara is a Senior Policy Analyst in European Affairs at The Heritage Foundation’s Margaret
Thatcher Center for Freedom. Formerly the Director
of International Relations for the American Legislative Exchange Council, McNamara joined Heritage in
2006 and now concentrates on American relations
with the European Union and European countries,
with particular focus on economic reform policy,
trade issues and the War on Terrorism. She also
analyzes NATO’s evolving role in post-Cold War Europe.
Before coming to America in 2004, McNamara served as Chief Parliamentary
Aide to Roger Helmer, a member of the European Parliament in Brussels. Previous to that, she acted as Regional Press Officer for the British Conservative
Party in the East Midlands, U.K.
A native of Nottingham, England, McNamara holds an honors degree in politics from Loughborough University. She has held elective office, winning two
election campaigns to serve on the Nottingham City Council. She resides in
Washington, D.C.
The Thatcher Center was created in 2005 to study and help strengthen transatlantic relations. Its primary focus is to: preserve and improve relations between the U.S. and Britain; advance American and British interests in Europe,
and promote joint American-British leadership in the global War on Terrorism.

Congresswoman Candice Miller
Congresswoman Candice Miller’s career in public
service reflects a long history of efficiency and effectiveness – from her early roots on the Harrison
Township Board of Trustees, 30 years ago, to her
current responsibilities representing Michigan’s
10th Congressional District in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Homeland Security
Congresswoman Miller was appointed to the House Homeland Security Committee in March 2008 and is the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Border
and Maritime Security. This committee assignment is helpful for a district
that faces many homeland security challenges.

The Committee on Homeland Security provides oversight for the
department and handles issues dealing with transportation security,
border and port security, critical infrastructure protection, cyber security
and science and technology, emergency preparedness, emerging threats,
intelligence and information sharing, investigations, and management
and procurement.
Transportation and Infrastructure
In 2007, Congresswoman Miller was appointed to the House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee. This marked her first appointment to this
committee. As its name implies, the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee oversees all issues related to transportation. This appointment was particularly important because Congresswoman Miller has long
held that Michigan has never gotten its fair share of tax dollars returned
for its many infrastructure needs, particularly in Southeast Michigan. She
believes the explosive growth areas of northern Macomb County have been
particularly shortchanged.
Furthermore, the Blue Water Bridge in Port Huron, MI is the second most
traveled border crossing in North America. It is a vital component of economic expansion, not just for the district, but for the region, state and nation. This Committee allows her to offer enhanced oversight and influence
to ensure this portal and others like it receive the federal attention they need
and deserve.
The Transportation and Infrastructure Committee also holds jurisdiction over water quality issues. Throughout her career in public service,
protecting the Great Lakes has been one of Congresswoman Miller’s
principal advocacies. She is a vocal proponent for policy designed to
preserve and protect Michigan’s most cherished natural resource.
Congresswoman Miller serves on three subcommittees: the Subcommittee on Highways and Transit, the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines
and Hazardous Materials and the Subcommittee on Water Resources
and Environment.
Michigan Secretary of State
Prior to her election to Congress, Congresswoman Miller served two
terms as Michigan’s Secretary of State from 1994 until 2002. “Customer service” stood as the operative phrase of her administration.
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During her first term, she visited every branch office in the state to get a
firsthand look at the operations on the front lines. Those visits became
the impetus for wholesale changes to modernize and redesign branch
offices and streamline transactions for millions of Michigan drivers.
As Secretary of State, Congresswoman Miller became a national leader in
election reform, using technology to enhance Michigan’s qualified voter file.
She was recognized by the Ford-Carter Commission on National Election Reform as a national model for states developing similar programs.
Background
Congresswoman Miller’s career in public service began when she was elected to the Harrison Township Board of Trustees in 1979. Only one year later,
she was elected Harrison Township Supervisor, becoming the youngest Supervisor in her township’s history and the first woman elected to the post.
During her 12 years as Supervisor, Harrison Township underwent explosive
growth. Congresswoman Miller made tremendous strides in her effort to hold
the line on taxes and encourage business growth; all while being hailed for
doing so in an environmentally sensible manner.
Congresswoman Miller is a lifelong resident of Macomb County. Before being
elected to her first position in public office, she worked for her family’s marina
business on the Clinton River. She and her husband, Retired Macomb County
Circuit Court Judge Donald Miller, continue to reside in Harrison Township.
Judge Miller formerly served as Colonel in the Air National Guard. He flew
missions in Vietnam and was the base commander at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base. They have one daughter.

Viktor Mizo
Viktor Mizo has been the Chief Executive Officer of
InvestMacedonia, since January 2007. Prior to this
position, he co-founded a technology company that
specialized in digital file distribution for 3G mobile
phones produced in Japan. He also participated
in the founding and the management of an internet start-up in media and entertainment, and later
served as manager and agent to a number of major international artists in the music industry. From
1999 to 2002, he worked as a consultant at McKinsey and Co. and concentrated on technology and financial services. Mizo was a design engineer and
a member of the Technical Leadership Program at General Electric from 1995
to 1998 where he specifically worked on locomotive designs that culminated
in a Black Belt position in the Six Sigma quality initiative.
Mizo graduated summa cum laude in Mechanical Engineering at the Rochester Institute of Technology where he also received his Masters Degree in
Mechanical Engineering. He also holds a Masters in Business Administration
from Harvard Business School.

Anthony Naumoff is the Coordinator of the Study
Abroad Programs at the University American College Skopje (UACS). He has helped the university establish exchange programs and joint degree
programs with universities across Europe and the
United States. Anthony has been a contributor to
the process of receiving international accreditation
for UACS. He was recently on the organizing committee of the university’s Sixth Annual International Conference on European Integration. This year’s conference, Constructing Europe as a Global Power: From Market to Identity, was held in Skopje
on May 19th, 2011. The conference had many international participants,
including the Polish and Hungarian Ambassadors to Macedonia. Anthony
is currently finishing up his studies for an MBA in marketing at UACS, and
holds a bachelor degree in business management from UACS.

Elizabeth Naumovski
Elizabeth Naumovski is Vice President of Marketing at Caldwell Securities Ltd. Elizabeth has
been a part of the firm since 1997. During this
time she has been responsible for marketing,
corporate communications and public relations.
Elizabeth is on the marketing committee of the
Investment Industry Association of Canada,
she’s on the Board of the Macedonian Film Festival, a former Board member of the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame and
for many years has raised money for the Princess Margaret Hospital, Campbell Family Institute for Breast Cancer Research.
She has also hosted many Rogers Cable television shows such as Money
Line - an hour live call-in show, and Goldhawk Live. In 2009, she climbed
Stromboli, an active volcano, north of Sicily, in the Aolian Islands.

Jovica Palashevski
Jovica Palashevski is the first Consul General
of the Republic of Macedonia in Chicago. Prior
to joining the Consulate General in Chicago in
2008, Palashevski was a Chief of the Economic
Diplomacy Department within the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. He also served as CEO of the
Agency for Employment in Macedonia from
2006-2008. Palashevski was previously posted in Brussels working as a counselor for the
Macedonian Mission to the EU. He also served as counselor for EU integration in the Government of Macedonia from 2001-2006.
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Currently, he is member of the Economic Club of Chicago, Executive Club of
Chicago, Union League Club of Chicago, Chicago Council on Global Affairs,
Rotary Club of Chicago, as well as a member of the Executive Committee
of the Consular Corps in Chicago. Palashevski and his wife, Dr. Ivona Palashevska, reside in Chicago with their lovely son, Jovan.

ous public sector clients and graduated from George Washington
University with a Bachelors of Administration in Marketing and a minor in
Computer Science. Aditi has also held positions in the government, education, and non-profit arenas including Department of Justice, Lead America
and the Peace Corps. Aditi has event planning experience from being the
high school Asian Club President, to directing large events like Raas Chaos,
and holding positions on the Bhangra Blowout Board, ISA, and SAS Boards
at GWU. She has also been on the planning teams of Best of the Best (BOB)
V, and Be the Change DC 2010.

Thomas H. Peebles

Solveig Reeker

Palashevski holds a BBA from IFAM Paris, France and Master of Science in
the International Economy from University Sts. Cyril & Methodius in Skopje,
Macedonia. He graduated from High School in Whitewater WI, USA.

Thomas H. Peebles is a career attorney with the United States Department
of Justice (DOJ), who joined the Department in 1979. Since late 1996, Tom
has specialized in assisting emerging democracies strengthen their criminal justice systems and implement the rule of law, working for the Office
of Overseas Prosecutorial Development, Assistance and Training (OPDAT),
a unit within the Criminal Division of DOJ. In July 2010, he began serving
for the second time as Regional Director for OPDAT’s Central and Eastern
Europe assistance programs in Albania, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, and the Southeast Europe Cooperative Initiative (SECI),
in Bucharest, Romania. From 2003 to June 2010, Tom served as Resident
Legal Advisor (RLA) for OPDAT’s assistance program in Bulgaria; and served
in Haiti in the same capacity from 1997 to 2000. From 2000 - 2003, Tom
worked at OPDAT headquarters, first as Chief of Program Planning, then as
Regional Director for Central and Eastern Europe.
Before coming to OPDAT, Tom was a trial attorney in the Civil Division of the
DOJ, where he was responsible for a wide range of federal district court cases involving the United States federal government and its agencies. Prior to
joining DOJ, Tom served as a Law Clerk to the Honorable Ozell M. Trask of the
United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Judicial Circuit. He worked and
studied two years in French law schools, the second as a Fulbright lecturer at
the University of Paris, and has lectured on American law in French-speaking
Africa. He is a 1974 magna cum laude graduate of the University of Detroit
School Of Law, where he served as Editor-in-Chief of the school’s law review.
Tom also holds degrees from Dartmouth College (A.B. 1967); the London
School of Economics (M.Sc. 1968); and Stanford Law School (J.S.D. 1979).
Tom is married to Christine Peebles, and has two daughters, Chloé, 24; and
Olivia, 20. He enjoys reading, running, and red wine; and is a recovering
sports addict, with occasional relapses.

Aditi Ramchandani
Aditi Ramchandani is the Director of Special Events
for the non-profit Network of South Asian Professionals in DC. She coordinates monthly networking
events as well as manages a number of events that
the organization hosts weekly that fall in the arenas
of cultural awareness, political awareness, professional development, and community service. She
currently works in the consulting industry with vari-

Solveig Reeker is a career member of the U.S.
Foreign Service. Since 1991, she has served in
Poland, Hungary, Iceland, Iraq and Washington,
DC. Prior to working for the U.S. Department of
State, Ms. Reeker worked for the U.S. Department of Agriculture in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Ms. Reeker is originally from Minnesota and
received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota. She is married to Philip T. Reeker,
career member of the U.S. Foreign Service and current U.S. Ambassador to
the Republic of Macedonia.

Sammie Smith
Sammie has been the Desk Officer for the Republic of Macedonia at the
State Department since March 2010. Sammie earned a Bachelor of Arts in
Political Science and French from the University of Tennessee and a Masters in U.S. Foreign Policy from American University. She began her career
in government at the Department of Justice and later joined the Department
of State as a Presidential Management Fellow. She has previously served
as a Program Analyst in the Office of the Director General of the Foreign
Service, as a Political Officer at the U.S. Embassy in Conakry, Guinea, and
as a Foreign Affairs Officer in the European Bureau’s Office of European
Union Affairs.

Chris Snipes
Chris has been the lead Greece desk officer at the State Department since
September, 2010. He previously served in the State Department’s Operations Center as a Watch Officer. His overseas assignments include Assistant Information Officer and ACS Chief in Warsaw, Poland, and ambassador’s staff aide and vice consul in Mexico City, Mexico. Chris is from San
Rafael, CA, earned a BA in International Relations from UC Santa Barbara
and an MS in Environmental Science from Indiana University. Prior to Foreign Service, he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Mauritania and worked for
NOAA and the Department of Interior.

speakers
The Honorable Richard G. Stearns
Education. Harvard Law School, J.D. 1976. Oxford University, M. Litt. 1971 (Rhodes Scholar,
Balliol College). Stanford University, B.A. 1968
(history) with Great Distinction. American University of Beirut 1964-1965 (Exchange Scholar).
Member: Phi Beta Kappa; Beta Gamma Sigma
(Honorary).
United States District Judge (1994 - ). Nominated by President William J. Clinton. Confirmed November 20, 1993. Sworn-in
January 5, 1994. Judicial Conference Committee on Security (2009 - ).
Committee on Space and Facilities (2005 - 2008). Federal-State Jurisdiction
Committee (1996-2002). Mass Torts Working Group (1998-2000). First Circuit Judicial Council (2006-2007). Multi-District Litigation Panel Transferee
Judge (1996 - ). Court of Appeals (by designation) for the First Circuit, Third
Circuit, and Federal Circuit. Southern District of New York (by designation).
Honorary Doctor of Law, Suffolk Law School (2008). Honorary Doctor of Law,
Suffolk Law School (2008). Honorary Doctor of Law, Southern New England
School of Law (2004). Member: Massachusetts Bar Association; American
Bar Association.
Advisor and Lecturer: Department of Defense Counter Proliferation Initiative
(Central and Southern Europe, Central Asia); NATO Counter-Terrorism Initiative (Southern Europe and Black Sea Region); NATO Symposium on Suicide
Terrorism (Cambridge University, England 2006); U.S. State Department
and Department of Justice Rule of Law Initiative and EXBS Program (Moldova, Russia, Lithuania, Latvia, Croatia, Armenia, Cyprus, Macedonia, Tajikistan, Turkey); European Counter-Terrorism Initiative (Ireland); Pluscarden
Programme for the Study of Global Terrorism, St. Antony’s College, Oxford
(2006, 2008); ABACEELI Project (Russia, Kyrgyzstan); Foundation for Research on Economics and the Environment (1998
); Einstein Institute on
the Human Genome (19971999).
Publications: “An Appropriate Legal Framework for Dealing with Modern Terrorism and Weapons of Mass Destruction,” Steve Tsang, ed., Intelligence and
Human Rights in the Era of Global Terrorism (Westport: Praeger, Oxford University Press 2007); “Defining and Detaining Terrorism Suspects: The Rise
and Implications of a Security State”, Steve Tsang, ed., Combating Transnational Terrorism: Searching for a New Paradigm (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO
Praeger Security International 2009). Massachusetts Criminal Law: A Prosecutor’s Guide (30th ed. 2010).

Ivan Trpovski
Ivan Trposki was born in 1942, in the village of
Volino, near Ohrid, Macedonia. In 1968, he migrated to Australia and settled in Sydney.
For 28 years, he worked in the State Rail Infrastructure Corporation as a Safety Officer.
In 2007 he retired and is now a pensioner. His
work has been published by the Australian Ethnic press, as well as in some
publications in Macedonia. His poetry has been selected for the Anthologies: Vistas (Sydney 1984, Skopje 1988), Our Paths (Melbourne 1986), Immigrations Poets Meridians (Skopje 1997), Macedonian Poetry in Australia
(Sydney 1997), The Liquid Mirror (Brisbane 1998), Contemporary Macedonian Poetry - An Island on Land (Sydney 1999), The Opening of Borders
(Sydney 2001) and Reunion (Sydney 2003).
He is the author of several books of poetry: Shallow Roots (Sydney 1985),
The Big Ship (Skopje 1988), Chained Sea (Sydney 1988), Heading West
(Sydney 1990), Todorka (Skopje 1995), Svitilo (Sydney 1999), Between Two
Homelands (Ohrid 1999), Restless Winds (Sydney 2004), Love Imagination
(Sydney 2004), and Behind the Blue Wave (2008), also two Travelogues:
Following The Sun - Journey to Macedonia (Sydney 2000) and Macedonia
- My Homeland (Sydney 2002), the notebook The Macedonian Demonstrations in Australia (Sydney 2004) and the biography Spase: Migrant, Writer,
Patriot (Sydney 2008).
Ivan has been a member of the Literary Society Grigor Prlichev in Sydney
since 1979, the Association of Writers of Macedonia since 1988, the Association of Journalists of Macedonia since 1995 and the XXI World Congress
of Poets in Sydney 2001.
He has participated at the prestigious Struga Poetry Evenings in Macedonia 1987 and 1995 and at the XXI World Congress of Poets in Sydney,
Australia 2001.
For 33 years, he has volunteered his time as a librarian and archivist.

Tea Trumbic
Tea Trumbic, Private Sector Development Specialist, is a member of the Doing Business Project
of the World Bank, where she has led the work on
credit information and taxation issues. She visited Macedonia in 2007 and 2008 to collect data
on the regulatory environment and advised the
Macedonian government on reform priorities to
improve their business environment. Prior to joining the World Bank in 2006,
Ms. Trumbic worked on EU accession policy at Ministry of Finance in Croatia. She also worked on macroeconomic and fiscal policy at the International
Monetary Fund. She holds an MSc in Economics from the London School of
Economics, and a Bachelor of Arts in Economics from Stanford University.
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Beril Unver
Beril Unver is the Project Manager for Congressional Outreach at the Turkish Coalition of America. Through her work at TCA, Beril has played a
critical role in combating negative legislation and
improving the dialogue on U.S.-Turkey relations.
The six successful delegations that she planned
and executed last year secured TCA a top-ranking
spot in a U.S. News World Report article on the most sought-after privatelysponsored Congressional travel. Before joining TCA, Beril acquired research
and policy analysis experience working at the Department of Energy, The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, and the James Martin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies, and the U.S. Commission on International Religious
Freedom. Beril holds an M.A. in International Policy Studies from Monterey
Institute of International Studies and a B.A. in International Studies from the
University of California, Irvine. A proud American of Turkish descent (with
grandparents hailing from Thessaloníki and Crimea, respectively), Beril is
a passionate advocate whose life-goal is to ensure that Turkish Americans
have a voice in American domestic and foreign policymaking.

George and Pennie
Markou
Are most proud to support
the important work of
the United Macedonian Diaspora
and their
3rd Annual Global Conference
We join UMD and Macedonians
worldwide in celebrating the
20th Anniversary of Macedonia’s
Independence.

CONTACT THE
UNITED MACEDONIAN DIASPORA
1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 6th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004
United States of America
Phone: 202.756.2244
Fax: 202.756.7323
E-mail: info@umdiaspora.org
Canada
3555 St. Clair Avenue East
Toronto, ON, M1K 1L6
Canada
Phone: 1-800-UMD-9583
E-mail: canada@umdiaspora.org
Australia
PO Box 2153
Hawthorn, Victoria 3122
Australia
Phone: 0438 385 466
E-mail: australia@umdiaspora.org
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
TO STAY UPDATED WITH NEWS,
AND VIEW PHOTOS OF OUR EVENTS!
WWW.UMDIASPORA.ORG
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Performers & Artists
Aleksandrija Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble
Founded in December 2007, and associated with Saint Nikola Macedonian Orthodox Church in Totowa, New Jersey, the Aleksandrija Macedonian
Folk Dance Ensemble strives to unite young Macedonians in preservation
and promotion of Macedonia’s rich cultural folkloric heritage and traditions. Through its diverse performances, Aleksandrija brings all facets of
Macedonian cultural life on stage and allows audiences a rare opportunity
to experience the Macedonian nation as interpreted through Macedonian
dances and songs.
Aleksandrija has 40 performers dived into two groups of teenagers/young
adults, and children. Aleksandrija has performed throughout the United
States, including at the 27th Anniversary of the Saints Kiril and Metodij
Macedonian Orthodox Church Gala in Illinois in 2008, the 1st Annual UMD
Global Conference in 2009, and the Annual Turkish Festival before tens of
thousands of viewers in 2009.

Kardelen Turkish Dance Ensemble
The Kardelen Turkish Dance Ensemble was founded in Washington, DC
in 2005 by a number of individuals who are dedicated to promoting the
diverse, rich and vibrant culture of Turkey through its dances. Kardelen’s
dances provide a glimpse into the lives and celebrations of the Turkish
people and take audiences on a cultural journey through the villages of
Asia Minor, or Anatolia as Turks call it, to the royal Ottoman palaces of
Istanbul.
The Ensemble takes its name from a resilient Anatolian mountain flower.
The word “kardelen” means “one that pierces through the snow”. The
Kardelen flower, similar to a crocus, survives under hardship and severe
weather circumstances.
While the primary purpose of Kardelen is to increase the awareness of the
Turkish culture, members are also committed to working for the broader
community, and therefore donate a portion of revenues to various organizations who are engaged primarily in the education and healthcare of
underprivileged children, who are trying to survive under difficult circumstances just like the Kardelen flower.

Tanec Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble
Tanec Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble, also known as K.U.D. Tanec is
Detroit, Michigan’s only Macedonian folklore group, keeping the rich Macedonian folklore traditions alive through dance and music. Founded in 1978,
and associated with Saint Mary Macedonian Orthodox Cathedral of Sterling
Heights, Michigan, Tanec consists of children ranging from 5 to 15 years
of age. Tanec children are proud of their Macedonian heritage, descending from cities such as Tetovo, Skopje, Bitola, and Ohrid. Tanec children
attend weekly practices, which include one hour of dancing, one hour of
Macedonian language study, and a half hour of Orthodox religious study.
The dances performed by Tanec represent every day stories of Macedonian
folkloric traditions and legend. Through these dances, Tanec performers
keep Macedonian history and our rich Macedonian heritage alive.

Performers & Artists
Irena Gapkovska
Born in Skopje, Republic of Macedonia, in 1970, Irena Gapkovska is
a passionate visual artist who, since
1999, is also the Founder and President of NGO Art Studio in Skopje. “As
a Macedonian artist, the influence of
the Byzantine is present in my work
in many different ways. My images
are usually rather surrealistic in style
and I focus on the human figure in a
symbolic manner. By using the aesthetics of ancient Macedonian and
Russian art to express the spirituality of the subject, I make a bridge between abstract and figurative realities ~ combining them in an authentic manner with an intellectual approach
to make a unique visual story of symbolic expression.”
An award winning graphic designer who has studied the ancient Byzantine
methods of fresco painting and traditional Icon portraiture, Irena’s paintings
have also been exhibited at several international art exhibitions. She has
represented the Republic of Macedonia at conferences in Switzerland, Poland, Azerbaijan, France, the Netherlands, and the United States. She has
also served as Art Mentor for the Cultural Information Center KIC, and as
an instructor at the Koncertino Music and Art School. Her paintings are in
the collection of the Ministry of Finance in Skopje, St. Thomas University in
Miami Gardens, Florida, as well as in several Churches in Macedonia and in
the private collections of musicians, actors, and painters around the world.

About her work:
“Symbolism and figuration is a prevalent trend in Macedonian art, but my
individualistic approach comes from inner explorations and from my specific struggle to find symbiosis from tradition, personal attitudes, and beliefs. This includes the emotional sensations resulting from propaganda and
brainwashing that creates “idols” that we need to imitate (or buy). This rational thinking, and irrational subconscious treasure of information, is known
as intuition. Based on anthropology and mysticism, intuition in the 20th
Century has been explored by Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele, but Byzantine
simplicity is my spiritual and visual modus. The figurative propositions follow the weariness of abstract art after its long domination on the artistic
stage, influencing the new “old school” of classical drawing.
How to reach the beauty of simplicity ~ of the existence of a world with
values and beauty we must not forget? My art moves away from sarcasm
and arrogance with purpose. We have enough decadency, so I create some
sort of sanctuary from where we have the freedom to ignore the stereotypes
of social codex’s non-logical fears. It is not simple to represent this paradox
in my art, which is always looking towards the new but at the same time is
conservative ~ and made by brush and idea. Attempts to be free in my art
expression is my main motto, because art is about freedom.”

Blagojce Stojanovski
Blagojce is a widely recognized

and active contemporary artist working in the United States.
There are very few artists in the
past and present who have the
ability and talent to reach a level
whereby their work is recognized
without their signature “Blagojce”
is one of those elite few who has
achieved such recognition. He was
born in Bitola, Macedonia, where
he acquired his education in architecture and art. His youth was
widely influenced by his father,
his culture, and the rich historical heritage of his birthplace Macedonia.
Blagojce and his family traveled extensively during his childhood which
exposed him to a rich variety of cultures, people, and artifacts of the
Balkan regions and Europe. The inspirations for Blagojce’s artwork are
reflections of his emotional explorations of the Balkan Peninsula, Europe’s
artistic rebirth and later a developing passion for embracing the western
world’s ancient stylistic past fused with modern significance.
Blagojce has been called upon by various highly acclaimed non-profits in
the U.S.A. to design commemorative posters and through this work has
entered a chapter into the culture and history of the American people.
His Art series “Images of Children” holds a special place in his life as this
artwork brings awareness of the children’s needs into our community.

“Double Holocaust” First Public Presentation by Blagojce
For the first time ever, Macedonian artist Blagojce reveals his 32 x 7 feet
oil on linen mural Double Holocaust at United Macedonian Diaspora’s
3rd Annual Global Conference in Washington, D.C to honor and celebrate
Macedonia’s 20 years of independence.
There are very few artists in the past and present who have the ability
and talent to reach a level whereby their work is recognized without their
signature, “Blagojce” is one of those elite few who has achieved such recognition. Blagojce’s Double Holocaust series exemplifies the experiential
bond between Macedonians and Israelis. The horse symbolizes both peoples’ indomitable spirit in the face of subjugation and denial. Artists such
as Blagojce, Picasso, Salvador Dali, Franz Marc, Ivan Mestrovic, Delacroix, Leonardo DaVinci, Tiepolo, and Praxitele have introduced unique,
masterful styles to the art world throughout the centuries. However, they
share a keen focus on equestrian imagery in their most intimate pieces.
Each artist represents the horse differently, yet all imbue their pieces with
great style, technique, and passion.
The Macedonian and Israeli spirits come alive in Blagojce’s work, which
depicts Macedonia and Israel’s timeless struggles for freedom and survival.

· 0% TAX ON RETAINED EARNINGS
· COMPETETIVE LABOR AT $700/MONTH AVG
GROSS SALARY
· ACCESS TO 650 MILLION CUSTOMER BASE1
· FOREIGN ENTITIES CAN DIRECTLY
BUY/LEASE LAND

BEST CONSECUTIVE REFORMER
OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS IN
2
SOUTH EASTERN EUROPE
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4 hour company registration
1/3 of social contributions cut by 2012
Modernized electronic Real Estate Cadastre
“One-Stop-Shop” for cross border trading

·
·
·

Incentives in the Technological Industrial
Development Zones
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Electronic payment of taxes
The Regulatory Guillotine project - cutting red tape
Liberalized visa regime

Fiscal and Monetary Policy

0% CORPORATE AND PERSONAL INCOME TAX for the first 10 years (10% thereafter)
NO VAT AND CUSTOMS DUTIES for export production
SUBSIDY OF UP TO $700,000 towards building costs
LAND LEASE FOR UP TO 99 YEARS at attractive concessionary rates
FREE CONNECTION TO UTILITIES
GREEN CUSTOMS CHANNEL expediting exports to the EU
ADVANTAGEOUS LOCATION – access to pan-European corridors 8 and 10, railroad,
and international airport

· 10% corporate and personal income tax
· Macroeconomic stability - low inflation and stable currency

Education geared for business
· Elementary and high school education is mandatory
· 85% of high school graduates enrolled in universities
· 6% of GDP spent on education

1) through 3 multilateral (SAA, EFTA and CEFTA) and 2 bilateral (Turkey and Ukraine) Free Trade Agreements;
2) based on the World Bank’s Doing business Report 2008, 2009 and 2010.
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