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!e United Macedonian Diaspora (UMD) was founded in 2004 and has grown into a leading international non-governmental 
organization addressing the interests and needs of Macedonian people and communities throughout the world outside of 
Macedonia.

UMD’s main goals are to foster unity among Macedonian people and to advance their cause.  UMD works to promote our 
Macedonian historical, spiritual, and cultural heritage while preserving and promoting the Macedonian tradition within the 
framework of various advocacy, educational, and charitable programs

UMD Objectives

ing with the world community by promoting universal ideals of peace, freedom, self-determination, and justice

UMD Policy Issues

and the United States, among others

UMD recognizes that the success and well being of Macedonian communities worldwide  
is essential for the success and well being of Macedonia. 

Washington, D.C., and its o"ces and representatives serving Macedonian communities around the world, including in 

I. Executive Summary



2012 UMD Board of Directors

Chairman of the Board of Directors
President

Aleksandar Mitreski, Vice President
George Peters, Secretary
Lidija Stojkoska, Treasurer
Ordan Andreevski, Director of Australian Operations
Jim Daikos, Director of Canadian Operations

Director of U.S. Operations
Goran Saveski

2011 UMD Board Members (no longer serving)

Denis Manevski

UMD Headquarters

Washington, D.C. 20005

info@umdiaspora.org 

UMD Canada
3555 St. Clair Avenue East

Canada@umdiaspora.org 

UMD Australia

Australia@umdiaspora.org 

www.umdiaspora.org

www.facebook.com/UnitedMacedonianDiaspora
www.twitter.com/UMDiaspora

UMD Advisory Council

!e UMD Advisory Council is a multi-sector advisory group.  
Membership on the UMD Advisory Council comes by invitation 

to further assist in our mission, particularly in the establishment of 
innovative partnerships with relevant institutions worldwide.

Ambassador Ljubica Z. Acevska
Chris Antoniou
George Atanasoski

George Markou

Jim Pavle
Chris Stanwyck

Lou Vlasho

UMD Voice

UMD Voice is UMD’s 

the premier publication for 
the Macedonian Diaspora.  
UMD Voice is distributed 
to UMD members in a 
printed edition; it can also be 
downloaded from the UMD 

website. Each issue of UMD Voice is generally downloaded 
approximately 25,000 times from the UMD website upon the 
publication of each issue.

!e magazine reaches out to a very wide range of people, of all 
ages and professions, from all over the world.  Aside from stories 
about Macedonia itself, UMD Voice is also your source of news 
about UMD events, as well as feature interviews with prominent 
Macedonians in the Diaspora, and features about Macedonia and 

tourism, culture and many other topics of interest. 
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Winter 2010

United Macedonian Diaspora Publication

DIRECT ADVOCACY ON PARLIAMENT HILL, OTTAWA

BRINGING A NAME IS A NAME TO CHICAGO, FORT WAYNE 

DESTINATION: STRUMICA 

KARATE CHAMP PECE NAUMOVSKI: A Force To Be Reckoned With

Panayote Dimitras:

Human Rights Hero Honored

by UMD in Canada

United Macedonian Diaspora Publication, Volume V, Winter Issue - 2010

www.umdiaspora.org

UMD Voice

Andrew Peykoff II:

U.S. Corporate Leader With

Proud Macedonian Roots

Jana Lozanoska:

Another Bucharest?

UMD wishes you a Happy New Year, and a wonderful holiday season!
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SUMMER/FALL 2011

RemembeRing the OhRid 

FRamewORk COeRCiOn

best PROmOteR OF 

maCedOnia awaRd 

gReek ORthOdOx bishOP 

thReatens tO destROy

maCedOnian RadiO statiOn

Umd glObal 
COnFeRenCe 

2011

Celebrating 20 years of

macedonian independence
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II. FINANCIAL STATEMENT
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III.  GLOBAL CONFERENCE 2011

UMD successfully completed its 3rd Annual Global Conference (UMD GC2011) at the JW 
Marriott in downtown Washington, D.C. from June 23-25, 2011.  Macedonians and friends of 
Macedonia from Australia, Canada, Europe, Macedonia, and the United States traveled to attend 
the Global Conference. As 2011 marked the 20th Anniversary since Macedonia’s independence, 

envisioned a policy-oriented conference where participants could discuss Macedonia’s progress, 

!e Global Conference began with UMD conferring the UMD International Freedom Award to 

established Congressional Caucus on Macedonia and Macedonian-Americans.  !at evening, 
everybody gathered at the Macedonian Embassy to hear speeches from Ambassador Ljubica 

Chairman.  At the reception, UMD also conferred the UMD International 
Freedom Award upon Senator Joe Lieberman of Connecticut and Senator 

Jersey also addressed the attendees and praised UMD and Macedonian-
Americans for strengthening U.S.-Macedonian relations.  

commenced with a keynote address from !omas Countryman, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State, addressing the strategic importance of U.S.-

progress over the past twenty years.

UMD  Global
c onf e r e n c e 2011 



Macedonia Friendship Award. 

Later that day, Steven Grimberg moderated a panel regarding 
Macedonia’s judicial system. Panelists included Justice 

M – !e Young Leaders 

featured Andrew Ananievski 
from Melbourne, Australia; 

Macedonia; and Dimitar 
Popov from Chicago, Illinois.  Special guest panelists included 
Emil Gjorgov from the University American College in 

Coalition of America, who detailed experiences within their 

State Department Desk O"cers handling Albania, Greece, and 
Macedonia ended UMD GC2011’s policy-oriented segment.

diplomatic representation in Chicago.  !e cultural program 

featured the Aleksandrija Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble 

Washington, D.C.  Moreover, Macedonian-American artists 

!e Final Day of the Global Conference started with the 

!e meeting was followed by an emotional panel re#ecting 
on memories from Macedonia moderated by UMD Vice 
President Aleksandar Mitreski, at which Ambassador 

the Literary Society of Grigor 
Prlichev from Sydney, Australia, 
recollected their involvement 
with Macedonia and the 
Macedonian community abro- 
ad since independence. UMD 

distinguishing their longtime 
service in advancing the 
Macedonian cause.  

!e Conference ended with 
a beautiful Gala celebrating 
twenty years since Macedonia’s 

the event with welcoming remarks. Macedonian Ambassador 

video message. UMD Secretary Ivona Grimberg presented the 

Award to Professor Victor Friedman. UMD President 

Macedonian-American businessman George Atanasoski 
received the UMD Lifetime Achievement Award from UMD 
Vice President Aleksandar Mitreski.  UMD Advisory Council 
Member Mark Mitskovski addressed Gala attendees and 
announced the establishment of the Macedonian Companions 

Ljubica Z. Acevska for her service to Macedonia and the 
Macedonian people.

Macedonian Folk Dance Ensemble of Detroit and concluded 



IV.  MACEDONIAN COMPANIONS PROGRAM ESTABLISHED

On Saturday, June 25, 2011, during the Gala of the 3rd Annual United Macedonian Diaspora (UMD) Global Conference 
celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Macedonia’s independence, UMD launched its Macedonian Companions Program.  

!e program is designed to attract 300 Macedonians and friends of Macedonia from around the world to donate $1,000 per year 

advancing our culture and interests across the global Macedonian Diaspora.

During the 2011 UMD Global Conference, 35 Macedonians and friends of Macedonia pledged their support for this important 
initiative and committed to advancing the Macedonian cause alongside UMD and more Macedonians and friends of Macedonia 
continue to join this program.

Inaugural Macedonian Companions Members as of June 25, 2011

Ambassador Ljubica Z. Acevska 

Chris Antoniou 

George Atanasoski 

Stephanie Atse! 

Alexander Ballios 

Donco Bauloski 

Odyssey Belchevsky 

John L. N. Bitove, C.M.

Jordan Bitove 

Dr. Robert Givelas 

Tony Joseski 

Metodija A. Koloski 

Dame Krcoski 

Vlade Lembovski 

Dr. Le"er Mantse 

George Markou 

Peter Medichkov 

Jason Miko 

Mark B. Mitskovski 

Dimitar Nasev

Jerry Naumo! 

Robert Pasquale 

Chris Pavlovski 

Gus Philippov 

Steve Pliakas 

Bosko Rajcovski 

Donald Sazdano! 

Vlado Serdenkovski 

Chris Stanwyck 

Nicholas #aw 

Ivan Trposki 

Lou Vlasho 

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

 



V.  YOUTH AND EDUCATION

educational progress of young Macedonians around the world, but also worked tirelessly to educate the public about Macedonia 
and Macedonian issues.  

Program are designed for undergraduate and graduate students interested in Macedonia and Southeast Europe.  !e internship 

studying International Diplomacy at the University of Antwerp took part in the 2011 Fellowship Programs.

!e responsibilities of the interns may include monitoring legislation and congressional 
hearings; liaison with Congressional o"ces on subjects vital to the UMD; attending 

Macedonia and U.S.-Southeast Europe relations; preparing memoranda; dra$ing letters 

rights in Southeast Europe; organizing events throughout the U.S. and the world; and 
assisting with general administrative duties. 

presented the students with 25 copies each of Stale Popov’s well-known novel !e Legend 



Macedonians pursuing undergraduate degrees in Australia, 
Canada, Europe, and the United States.  !e Scholarship Program, 

who are guided by the values of their Macedonian upbringing 
and heritage. !e number and amount of scholarships varies 

selected on the basis of academic achievement, commitment 
to civic leadership, and involvement in their Macedonian 

and role of their Macedonian heritage. 

In April 2011, UMD presented three aspiring young Canadian-

Awards, in the amount of $2,000 each, were presented by Mr. 

a ceremony at St. Clement of Ohrid Macedonian Orthodox 

and supporters of UMD.

$1,500.

generation program, which will work to inspire and empower 
young professionals to engage today’s critical domestic 
and international issues. Working at the nexus between 
the Macedonian community and the world, Generation 

young leaders of diverse ethnic communities and strive to 
re-envision the role of young Macedonian leaders in global 

aspirations of the Macedonian people, its continuity, and the 
development of its cultural and social heritage.

 



VI.  PROMOTING MACEDONIAN CULTURE

!ere is no better way to educate the public about Macedonia, and indeed any education in Macedonia begins with, the promotion 

events promoting and advancing Macedonian culture.  UMD also organizes cross-cultural events so its members and friends 
can learn about other cultures, while at the same time allowing others to learn about Macedonian culture

thus far.  Proceeds raised during the event were donated to the D.C. Children’s 

Also in January 2011, around 50 Macedonians and friends of Macedonia gathered 

Father Slobodan Petkovski who travelled from his parish 

Cathedral, the divinity service was conducted with the 
blessing of Metropolitan Jonah of the Orthodox Church 
of America and Metropolitan Metodij of the American-
Canadian Diocese of the Macedonian Orthodox Church.   
A$er the divinity service, guests continued to the Embassy 

Year’s - Vasilica Celebration that was attended by around 
150 people including guests from the State Department, 
Congress, and the diplomatic corps. 

Joondalup Campus, showcasing Macedonian culture through its delicious cuisine to students and visitors of all 
backgrounds. !e Macedonian Food Festival was attended by over a thousand students and visitors, including 
special guests such as the President of the Western-Australian Macedonian Parliamentary Friendship Group, WA 



was accompanied by other local politicians and diplomatic 
representatives of various nations.

In August 2011, UMD organized a cultural tour of Macedonia 

Coalition of America, Dr. Yalcin Ayasli, who has origins 

Petreski), and the Macedonian Member of Parliament for the 

Ivanov, the President of Macedonia where they discussed U.S.-

Macedonia Friendship Award in the presence of President 
Ivanov.

UMD and to mark the launch of 
the Macedonian Companions 
Program in Canada.  

!roughout 2010 and 2011, 
UMD took a leading role 
in planning and holding 
screenings of the documentary 

throughout the United States.  
Working in cooperation with 

Mr. Jason Miko, the producer, UMD held screenings in 

Los Angeles. !e documentary takes viewers through the 

traveler who speaks with Macedonians from various 
backgrounds that tell the traveler what it means for them to 
be Macedonians.

UMD has participated in international cultural festivals at 
American University, Georgetown University and George 
Washington University, displaying information about 
Macedonian culture, art, and music.  In addition, UMD has 

Festival in London in 2010.  

audience of 10,000 people.

University of Utah in Salt Lake City.  !is is a scholarly event 

American and Macedonian scholars. !e conference brings 
together established scholars to discuss issues of importance to 
the study of Macedonia and the Macedonian language.   



VII.  A VOICE FOR MACEDONIA

UMD serves as a leading voice for Macedonia and always works to educate policy makers and governmental o"cials around 
the world about Macedonia and Macedonian issues.  UMD has been and remains a leading voice in the on-going international 

the assault on Macedonia’s name, cultural identity and history by those who attempt to deny Macedonia and the Macedonian 
people their name, cultural identity and history.

Macedonian business and trade ties and the establishment of a free trade agreement between both countries.  

or their descendants, stemming from the Greek Civil War.  During 
this visit, UMD donated over 150 Macedonian language books 

which is one of the University’s fastest growing foreign language 
programs.  !e book donation event was arranged by Macedonia’s 

the Macedonian Agency of Emigration. UMD’s President also 

of Macedonia to negotiate over its o"cial name. !ese imposed 

UMD delegation used the opportunity to call once again for their 
immediate termination.



Macedonian Caucus is a bipartisan group of members of Congress 
dedicated to maintaining and strengthening a positive and 

Macedonia.  !e Caucus had seven members at the end of 2011.

Foundation, a leading Washington D.C., think-tank, co-

brought together o"cials from the State Department, Capitol 

Croatia, and Macedonia and diplomats from the Embassies 

spearheaded the founding of the Southeast Europe Coalition – 
an informal body of all of these communities to work together 

Waiver Program.

In August 2011, UMD Australia co-organized an event at the 

of Macedonia’s 20th Anniversary since independence.  !e 
event was attended by members of the Australian-Macedonian 
Parliamentary Friendship Group MPs Stephen Jones, Luke 

Macedonian community organizations.  A similar event was 
co-organized by UMD Australia in September 2011 at the 
Victorian Parliament in Melbourne attended by members 

the Legislative Council, Andrew Elsbury, Georgie Crozier, 

the Consulate Generals of China, Croatia and Macedonia, 
and representatives of the various Macedonian community 
organizations and business community.

In addition to meeting with public o"cials and conducting 
events, UMD also constantly monitors national and 
international media reports regarding Macedonia and 
diligently works to educate the press, to engage in meetings 
with journalists and to provide fact-sheets and information to 
journalists and media organizations to ensure that Macedonia 

and Macedonian issues are properly covered.  UMD also 
regularly issues press releases to national and international 
media outlets and UMD has published opinion-editorial pieces 
in leading newspapers in Washington, D.C., Canada, and 
Australia.  UMD’s press releases including condemnations of 

EU admissions, and gratitude for those nations and groups 
who recognize Macedonia’s constitutional name.  

pieces by UMD Australia Director Ordan Andreevski on 
variety of topics, including the key challenges to reforming 
AusAid, Australia’s aid program and development sector in 
the 21st century; the need for Australian Prime Minister Julia 
Gillard to deliver foreign policy innovation on Macedonia, 

empowerment of the Macedonian community to drive policy 
reform in Australia for building a new relationship between 
Australia and Macedonia; and the need to upgrade Australian 
democracy to drive better outcomes for Australian society.  

Atlantic Council of the United States re-published the op-ed 
bringing the issue to a wider cross-border audience.

 



VIII.  CHARITABLE ACTIVITY

Every year, UMD organizes humanitarian donations from the diaspora 
community for Macedonia.  In 2010-2011, UMD decided to focus on helping 
the elderly who reside in the senior citizens’ homes throughout Macedonia.  
Over the holiday season, thanks to the donations of Macedonian Diaspora 
around the world, and Macedonians in Macedonia as well, UMD was able to 
raise $2,500, which was matched by UMD’s Charitable Fund, totaling $5,000.  

In the past, UMD has coordinated donations to orphanages and to 
hospitals, and for 2011, UMD wanted to address another segment that is not talked about much - the elderly in Macedonia.  
Many of us in the diaspora miss our grandparents back home.  Some of them may live with families, while some of them live in 
senior citizens’ homes.  UMD wanted to reach out to the ones that are not with their families this holiday season and let them 



IX.  UMD OPERATIONS AND EVENTS

Since its establishment, UMD has experienced membership growth 

interactions with each other and to best advance and serve UMD’s 

Due to the fact that UMD does not have a chapter based structure, in 

as UMD grew, a network of local representatives to serve as liaisons 
between UMD and its members and Macedonian communities in 
given geographic regions would become necessary to provide local 
points of contact for UMD. As UMD has grown, this vision has 
come to fruition and over the past year UMD has established regions 

Operations, which covers Washington, D.C., Virginia, Maryland, 
Delaware, and Eastern Pennsylvania. Over 40 friends of UMD, and 
UMD members attended the mid-a$ernoon launch hosted by long-

its continuous growth strategy in Australia by o"cially launching its 
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